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T he Holidays are here once again.  As December days wind down and 2013 looms ever 
closer, it’s a wonderful time to reflect upon the year past, and look to the future and all its 

promise. 
 
     The past year was certainly an eventful and prosperous year at The Business Help Centre. 
We are so pleased with the small businesses in our community, and their ability to continually 
flourish in a time of economic uncertainty. As manager of The Business Help Centre, I am very 
proud to have witnessed the local success, strength, and character, that are at the heart of 
Middlesex County. We thank you, our clients, for your investment in the community, and your 
contribution to the continued success of our County.  It has been an absolute privilege to have 
been able to celebrate ten years of service to you this past year. The realization of your 

dreams will keep us smiling through 2013. 
 
     I would also like to thank The Federal Government for the ongoing trust and financial sup-
port they provided us throughout the year; it is with their assistance we are able to truly help 
the businesses of the region.   We look forward to continuing to work  alongside the Govern-

ment and all of our funding partners and local stakeholders in the coming year. 
 
     Finally, to our Board of Directors, thank you for your time, effort, and support of the CFDC 
and the community. We are thrilled to have a team of both volunteers and staff that are com-
mitted to a thriving local economy, and are excited to continue our 

relationship in the New Year. 
 
     On behalf of all of us at The Business Help Centre, we wish you all a 
safe and very happy holiday season. We look forward to  another year 
filled with success and prosperity.  Thank you, once again, our clients 

and colleagues, for your contribution to our beautiful County. 

 

Happy Holidays, 

 

Cara Finn, BBA, M.Ad., Ed.   

General Manager 

 

 



 

The Business Help Centre (CFDC) of Middlesex County, in partnership with the County of Middlesex and 
sponsored by Elgin Middlesex Oxford Workforce Development &  Planning Board, is offering a series of 
workshops in spring 2013.This series will cover a range of topics to help local entrepreneurs navigate 
their way through small business ownership and operations. 

 
       

  Jan 16  Management Mastery: HR & Dispute Resolution 
  Community Employment Services, 16B Second Street, Strathroy  
  8:30am  - 11:30am  
    

  Feb 20    Take Control of Your Taxes 
  Lucan Community Memorial Centre, 263 Main Street, Lucan  
  8:30am  - 11:30am  
   

  Mar 20  Selling Food to Ontario 
  Ekfrid Community Centre, 48 Wellington Avenue, Appin 
  8:30am  - 11:30am         

 Apr 17 Keeping It in the Family:  
  The Art of Managing a Family Business 

   Gemini Sportsplex, 667 Adair Boulevard, Strathroy  

   8:30am  - 11:30am 

 May 15  The Power of Marketing:  
   How to Make Your Small Business Marketing Work 

  North Dorchester Community Centre & Arena, 2066 Dorchester Rd.,  Dorchester  
   8:30am  - 11:30am   

      
      To register call (519) 641.6100 or online @ 

www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca 
 
 
 

Space is Limited 
Sign Up Today!  
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Small Business Workshop Series 
  Upcoming Dates in 2013 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The Road to Success: A Client Profile -  
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 The Mens Shoppe 

 30 Front Street West, Strathroy, ON N7G 1X4  

519-205-6367 

www.themensshoppe.ca 

The Mens Shoppe is located in the heart of the town of Strathroy, 

and has established itself as “the” store for men’s fashions. Sourc-

ing menswear from around the globe, the company strives to help 

men refine their own sense of   personal style. Offering quality, 

timeless clothing and accessories, ranging from casual to formal; 

the business hopes to serve all men in the community. Established 

in October 2011 by the Pammer Family, The Mens Shoppe has become known in the area for bringing back 

the “experience” of shopping, and for offering customers real value. 

 

The Mens Shoppe is far different than any other retail company in the area. John and his two sons 

offer superior customer service and fine clothing. Their goal is to offer a true experience, treating each     

customer with careful attention. Whether buying a pair of gloves, or a full piece suit, the team at the Mens 

Shoppe is willing go above and beyond for their customers. With a loyalty program called, “The Men’s 

Club”, in place, the business aims to build solid relationships with its customer base.  

 

John Pammer began his journey to entrepreneurship in 2011 when he approached The Business 

Help Centre with a strong business plan focused on a full service men’s fashion boutique. Securing a loan, 

he was able to lease in a great space in historic downtown Strathroy, and to fill his boutique with the       

inventory they have become so well known for. At the time The Mens Shoppe opened there was not a retail 

avenue in the community where men could find exceptional style. The business remains the only retail    

establishment in the area that provides services such as custom tailoring, alterations, monogramming and      

personal styling.   

 

As John and his family look to the future, they are optimistic. With a push to support local busi-

nesses, John is eagerly looking to further grow in Middlesex County. John is a strong believer in learning, 

and is constantly trying to better himself and the business, always pushing beyond the status quo.  

     

Women’s wear is a big possibility in the business’ future, as is e-commerce, 

and continuing to build strong  relationships within the community. With the 

holiday season winding down, John cannot wait to see what 2013 has to 

bring.  
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        The Deadl ine  i s  Fast  Appr oachi ng  f or   

       2013 Middlesex….We’re on the Way  

       Ad  Space  is  L imi t ed .  Reser ve  Today!  
v i s i t  w ww .middl esextour i sm.ca  for  ra te  sheets  &  order  f orms  

o r  ca l l  519 .641 . 6100  

The Business Help Centre 
 is seeking TWO new Members for its  

Volunteer Board of Directors. 

Ideal candidates would have a business back-

ground, an affinity for entrepreneurship, and a 

love for Middlesex County.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to support our local economy.  

 

For more information please  

contact Cara Finn, General Manager 

@ 519.641.6100 

 
  

 
 

 

CFDC Now Financing 
Loans up to $250,000  p      We are happy to announce that your local Community Futures  

    Development Corporation (CFDC) is now able to provide small 

    business clients with financial assistance up to $250,000. There isn’t 
a better time to pursue your passion or start the expansion of your business. The CFDC offers flexible 
financing terms, business guidance, and business plan assistance. We also have a wealth of literature 
ranging from human resources and marketing to information technology and business law. Call today 
to set up an appointment and speak to one of our team members regarding your business and its fu-
ture.  

j
 

 
Our New  

Team Members 
 

The Business Help Centre has just added six new       
employees to its roster. We welcome all of our newest 
team members and wish them the best of luck in their 

new roles.  
 

A BIG welcome to…. 
 

 Catherine Brown, Business Education Coordinator 
 
 Clive Jenkins , Program Development Officer 
 
 Derek Vye, Community Liaison  
 
 Ian Fear, Facility Manager 
 
 Lynn Savory, Social Enterprise Developer 
 
 Trisha D’Amato, Social Media Coordinator  

 

 


