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Introduction
The Business Help Centre (CFDC) of Middlesex County is a community-
based, non-profi t organiza  on staff ed by business professionals 
who encourage entrepreneurship and the pursuit of economic 
opportuni  es. The organiza  on was Federally incorporated in 2001.  
Funding support for core opera  ons of the The Business Help Centre is 
realized through partnership with Industry Canada/FedDev Ontario.

Community Accountability
The Business Help Centre is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. 
All Directors are appointed to serve a three-year term and represent 
the interests of the County at large.

Board member recruitment is carried out on a gap/skill analysis basis. 
Factors such as geography, skill base, gender and sector experience are 
each taken into considera  on when analyzing Board nomina  ons. 
Resource persons are consulted as needed to ensure a balance 
of skill and professional opinion in developing and maintaining 
program success. 

The Business Help Centre remains in close and regular contact with 
all of its funding partners. Quarterly reports and fi nancial claims are 
submi  ed for review and process. Advice is sought from the appointed 
FedDev Ontario Program Consultant on an on-going basis to ensure 
that the goals and objec  ves of the Corpora  on are consistent with 
those of the Government of Canada.

An annual report is made available to Directors, members and 
representa  ves from all levels of government for review. An annual 
budget and business plan are submi  ed to the Government of Canada 
for review and approval. 



Tiny van Pinxteren - President, Board of Directors 
It has been a most interes  ng and rewarding year for us at The Business 
Help Centre.

The economic shi   that took place in Southern Ontario resulted in 
Community Futures Development Corpora  ons being called upon to 
develop new ways to address key priori  es for ac  on in helping to sustain 
and transi  on our communi  es.

As our General Manager welcomed a new addi  on of her own, we welcomed 
several new programs, Directors and support staff  to our organiza  on.
Of great signifi cance, we also welcomed a new agency, the Federal 

Economic Development Agency of Southern Ontario (FedDev) to our funding mix.  With this came much- 
needed programming for the small businesses and rural communi  es of our region, along with new processes, 
and priori  es for our core opera  ons.

I commend the Federal government on their handling of the transi  on and appreciate the trust they placed 
into our organiza  on during a period of par  cular economic change.  The addi  onal funds they entrusted to 
us locally were used for both loans and community economic development and resulted in the crea  on and 
maintenance of hundreds of jobs, and helped retain numerous small businesses in our area.  Such investments 
will con  nue to build the local economy over several years to come.

I would like to give credit to all of our staff , who under the direc  on of our General Manager, bring their 
knowledge, commitment and enthusiasm to the table in order to build and shape the business landscape here 
in Middlesex County…one client at a  me.   

On a fi nal note, I would like to extend a sincere thank you to my fellow directors, who give of their  me and 
insight voluntarily to help guide the organiza  on and keep us ever- informed of what we can do to serve our 
local communi  es.   I am very proud of the work that we have accomplished over the past fi scal year, and 
look forward to all that we will con  nue to accomplish by working eff ec  vely together for benefi t our resident 
communi  es in the future.

Sincerely,

Tiny van Pinxteren, President
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Cara Finn - General Manager
Looking back on the last fi scal year, one word comes to mind…Remarkable.  
It is the word that describes so much about what resulted in the success of 
The Business Help Centre in 2009-2010.  

In the wake of the recession, the Federal Government called upon 
Community Futures Development Corpora  ons such as ours to deliver 
s  mulus programs on their behalf.  Our staff  and Directors quickly rose to 
the occasion, making every allowance necessary to off er supports to make 
economic recovery readily accessible for local businesses.

Their eff orts resulted in a record amount of community development 
assistance being pumped into the local economy; to help stabilize and 
strengthen our rural communi  es.  Similarly, not only did the need for our general lending increase, there was 
a pressing demand for specialized lending such as that which we have been pleased to deliver in conjunc  on 
with Agriculture Canada and the OACFDC under the Sand Plains Community Development Fund.

To properly address the demands, we added staff  to be available to clients reques  ng our assistance, and our 
Directors commi  ed addi  onal  me to provide for the review and support of applica  ons.  With contribu  ons 
by the Government of Canada, and through the success and subsequent repayment of loans by many of our 
clients, we were able to advance an unprecedented level of fi nancing this year.  We also remained commi  ed 
to the Federal Government’s call to increase our loan size to $250,000 for local enterprises.

Ac  ng as a delivery agent for several addi  onal Provincial and Federal programs, we were able to lead numerous 
projects that have provided a boost to local small business, created and maintained local jobs, and ul  mately, 
contributed posi  vely to the future of our region.

We look forward to the challenge of monitoring our increased lending por  olio and client base over the 
next year, and to our con  nued work in the fi elds of business and economic development in Middlesex, and 
throughout Southwestern Ontario.

Thank you to our staff , partners, funders and volunteers who have given of themselves to meet the needs 
of our community.  And, as always, thank you to our clients for pu   ng your trust in our services, and your 
investment in Middlesex County.

Sincerely,

Cara A. Finn, General Manager
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Business Counselling and Advisory Services 
The Business Help Centre delivers two (2) business counselling and advisory 
products/services:

i. Direct Consulta  on with Entrepreneurs

Responsible for business counselling and advisory services, The Business Help Centre consults 
directly with Middlesex County entrepreneurs to discuss business development issues.

 
  Serving as a business liaison, The Business Help Centre works to achieve the following:

   • Reduc  on of barriers to entry among clientele;

   • Facilita  on of business reten  on and expansion;

   • Expansion of linkages, exper  se and resources;  

   • Access to no-cost consul  ng for business start-up and opera  on;

   • Reduced incidence of business risk among those using the service;

   • Job crea  on/maintenance in the local community by businesses served by The 
      Business Help Centre.

ii. Business Resources

With a large geographic catchment area, The Business Help Centre provides business services 
including a comprehensive website and an on-site entrepreneurial library. 

Serving as a pla  orm for dissemina  ng informa  on, the corporate website located at                             
 www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca allows us to virtually publish and distribute small business and 
economic development resources to the en  re catchment area at a rela  vely low cost. The on-
site library further off ers individuals in the catchment area ready access tools and informa  on to 
help them plan for their future business success. 
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# of Businesses Assisted
Start-ups 29
Maintenance 31
Expansion 41

# of Jobs Created/Maintained
Created 233
Maintained 59

# of General 
Inquiries

4918

# of In-Depth 
Interviews

1085

Total Leverages $6,031,782



6

B
u

si
n

e
ss

 L
e

n
d

in
g

Investment Fund Services 
The Business Help Centre provides term loans to small businesses and local non-profi t organiza  ons 
that have had diffi  culty fi nding fi nancing elsewhere on reasonable terms. 

Loans up to a maximum of $250,000 can be made to businesses in Middlesex County (excluding the 
City of London) that will be crea  ng new jobs or maintaining exis  ng jobs in the local area. 

Financing can be used for any legi  mate business purpose which may include, but not be limited to, 
the purchase of fi xed assets, leasehold improvements, inventory or working capital. 

Applicants must complete a business plan that proves the viability of the opera  on. Past fi nancial 
statements (if applicable), as well as projec  ons, must be submi  ed with the applica  on. 

Business plan outlines and loan applica  ons are available online or by contac  ng our offi  ce. 
A successful applica  on must demonstrate: 

 • The ability to repay the loan; 

 • Adequate security which may include a combina  on of business and personal assets; 

 • The capability to operate and manage the business; 

• A fi rm commitment to the business, including a personal investment of funds 
     and resources. 

Loans are subject to a maximum fi ve (5) year term, with a maximum amor  za  on period of fi  een 
(15) years. All loans are subject to regular monthly payments however, remain open for repayment, 
in full or in part, at any  me, without penalty.

All interest earned on The Business Help Centre loans is returned to the investment pool in order that 
the corpora  on may further extend fi nancing to addi  onal small businesses in Middlesex County.
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2009-10 Cumula  ve from 
Incep  on (2001-10)

Loans Advanced $1,375,000 $4,800,519
Interest Earned $100,180 $567,675
Federal Contribu  ons
FedDev
Ag Canada

$530,000
$845,000

$3,375,000

Jobs Created 140 289
Jobs Maintained 45 200
Leveraged Funds $3,726,602 $6,716,355

Total Loans Outstanding $2,677,224
Loan Loss Provision 4%

General Loans (Community
Adjustment Fund) - FedDev

Sand Plains Community 
Development Fund Loans 
- Ag Canada

2009-2010 Loans Advanced

Investment Fund Ac  vity 2009-2010

Total Loans Advanced

$1,375,000
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The Flower Ranch and Green Fuels Ranch
Located just outside of Strathroy is a haven for plant lovers and gardeners alike, known as the Flower 
Ranch Garden Centres. Established in 2004 and incorporated in 2005, the Flower Ranch is owned and 
operated by Melinda Rombouts and her partner, Dave Burch, and provides customers with a one-
stop garden centre that allows them to purchase a variety of plants and garden essen  als straight 
from the growers.

Melinda and Dave’s passion for plants is the key to the success of their business. Dave is a farmer who 
concentrated on specialty crops, and Melinda has a degree in biology from the University of Waterloo, 
where she specialized in plant biology and microbiology. She asserts that her tremendous passion for 
plants is innate: when asked why she loves plants, Melinda responded, “It’s shocking to me to hear 
people ask why I enjoy growing things. Some people just have it in them. I grow everything in pots 
and love rearranging my plants, it feels like redecora  ng.” 

Melinda and Dave approached the The Business Help Centre last October with plans to expand their 
business to include an off -season product. Under the name ‘The Green Fuels Ranch’, Melinda and 
Dave are producing various strains of algae, which are being purchased by nutraceu  cal companies 
across Southwestern Ontario. “Algae contain a high amount of Omega-3 fa  y acids, and 70% of it is 
oil. The Omega-3 found in fi sh actually comes from the algae they consume,” states Melinda. The 
Green Fuels Ranch is set apart from the compe   on because they are providing a product in a very 
small niche market. There is no one else in Canada who is growing algae on a commercial basis, and 
many companies are turning to Canadian producers instead of outsourcing as the quality of the algae 
grown in foreign markets does not meet Canadian standards. In the future, Melinda hopes to expand 
The Green Fuels Ranch to provide algae for a variety of diff erent industries, including cosme  cs and 
feed companies who want to benefi t from the Omega-3 found in algae by adding it to the diets of 
animals bred for consump  on. 

The Business Help Centre assisted Melinda and Dave by providing a business loan for The Flower 
Ranch and The Green Fuels Ranch, in order to move the business away from the wholesale market 
and into the retail market, which is more profi table. “I found that everyone [at The Business Help 
Centre] was really good to deal with. Brian Chalmers [Business and Loans Advisor] stepped in to 
defend the technical aspects of growing algae,” states Melinda, adding that it is currently extremely 
diffi  cult to fi nd business funding through tradi  onal means. “Banks are really  ght right now and 
can’t look outside of mainstream crops.  Brian and The Business Help Centre team were open to 
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this innova  ve idea for algae growth.” Melinda and Dave were recipients of Sand Plains Community 
Development Funding, which allowed them to expand The Flower Ranch business and start-up The 
Green Fuels Ranch. 

Melinda explained that the biggest challenge facing a small business owner is the economy. “Our 
sales really went down last year, by about 10%; the economy really hurt our business,” she states. 
However, when asked about advice to give to aspiring entrepreneurs, Melinda recommends doing 
thorough research up front, have the fi nancial backing before jumping in, and be open to the idea of 
changing the direc  on of your business. “When you’re working for yourself, your whole life revolves 
around your business,” says Melinda. While some  mes she envies those who have stable 9 to 5 jobs, 
Melinda says that her business makes her feel as though she has a bigger purpose. 

MELINDA TO SEND PHOTO AND COMPANY LOGO
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Community Economic Development (CED) 
The Business Help Centre works closely with community partners and provides par  al funding  
and/or management for joint projects that encourage economic opportunity in our local communi  es. 
Funding may be possible for non-profi t ini  a  ves that: 
 • provide long-term economic benefi t to Middlesex County; 
 • do not create a dependency on government funds;
 • are jointly funded by other sources;
 • demonstrate the ability to create and/or maintain local jobs; 
 • contribute to the overall business development mandate of The Business Help Centre.

Special Projects
The Business Help Centre also off ers administra  ve services as a delivery agent for Federal, 
Provincial and Municipal government programs in order to advance local and regional 
projects that contribute to the economic stability and growth of Southwestern Ontario.

2009-2010 CED Projects
Break Into Business Café 

Teamed up with Youth Opportuni  es Unlimited to off er an innova  ve, hands-on entrepreneurial • 
opportunity to local youth ages 14-29.

Small Business Internship Program (SBIP)
Acted as a delivery agent of SBIP throughout Southwestern Ontario, matching post-secondary students in • 
need of job experience with SMEs in need of e-commerce enhancements. 

Break into Business Workshop Series
Provided new and exis  ng entrepreneurs business development informa  on in an informal and suppor  ve • 
group atmosphere.

Downtown Revitaliza  on
Off ered support and funding for projects contribu  ng to the revitaliza  on of core districts.• 
Produced manuals on the organiza  on and delivery of regional Main Street programming. • 

CED Projects
# of Projects 130
$ Invested in Projects $954,271
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Middlesex Tourism
Produced and published the 7th annual edi  on of Middlesex…We’re on the Way tourism publica  on.• 
Invested in a billboard campaign in 2009 to further boost tourism recogni  on across the region.• 
Hosted and maintained www.middlesextourism.ca.
Tourism Symposium presented an opportunity to bring together stakeholders throughout Middlesex • 
County who have a vested interest in forming a coali  on to enhance tourism in the County.

Southwestern Ontario Development Program (SWODP)
Off ered support and funding to ini  a  ves which promoted rural socio-economic development. Priority areas • 
of investment included: Business & Skills Development Programs for Business Development Projects, Skills 
Development Projects, Internship Projects and Community Development Funds for Local Ini  a  ve Projects.

Middlesex Heritage Trail Signs
Created 28 new historic signs to increase total signs to 113 through Middlesex County. These signs help • 
commemorate the historic signifi cance of events, buildings and loca  ons as well as geological forma  ons 
in the area

Green Energy
Off ered support and funding for projects to support strategies for job crea  on in renewable and green energies.• 

ME Inc.
Produced a youth-oriented business magazine which documents the steps required to start a business • 
through the eyes of various young entrepreneurs.

2009-2010 CED Special Projects
Western Ontario CFDC Under the direction of the General Manager, administered funding for 
the joint promotion and best practice sharing of the 7 CFDCs located in the Southern most region of 
Ontario.    

South Central Ontario Region 
Provided stakeholder input, volunteer hours, and acted as a liaison between the CFDCs and the Municipal 
membership of SCOR.

Sand Plains Community Development Fund 
Provided input regarding the framework, delivery and procedures required for the 2009 launch of this new 
program, aimed at the economic transi  oning of the former tobacco-growing regions of Middlesex, Elgin, 
Brant, Oxford and Norfolk.  

Enhanced Investment Fund Ac  vi  es 
Par  cipated in the Federal S  mulus Program to increase public awareness of commercial fi nancing and enhanced 
services for small businesses throughout rural Ontario.  
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During the past year, the Small Business Internship Program (SBIP), funded by 
Industry Canada and delivered by The Business Help Centre, has encouraged 
small- and medium-sized businesses to develop informa  on and communica  on 
technology projects to increase their produc  vity and compe   veness.

Small and medium businesses were encouraged to hire post-secondary business or communica  on technology 
students to prepare marke  ng campaigns and promo  ons for displaying product informa  on online. Students 
were hired to enhance exis  ng websites by promo  ng new products, introducing social media tools, employing 
techniques to increase visibility in search engine sites, along with receiving various traffi  c reports on site 
visitors.  

Through the SBIP, Tina Gokstorp, president of CTAR Corpora  on, hired an intern to help her achieve the projects 
she knew she needed to stay compe   ve. CSTAR provides solu  ons for businesses dealing with the challenges 
presented by the changing pace of technology, which includes removal or recycling of obsolete electronic 
equipment. CTAR is very concerned about the environmental impact of e-waste and ensures that outdated or 
excess equipment fi nds a suitable new home.  

Tina’s website was rela  vely new but needed updates such as the introduc  on of social media tools.  A 
comprehensive inventory list was added to the website, along with payment tools enabling customers to view 
and purchase products. The company added eBay so they could follow the bidding of products. The intern 
was able to promote the inventory and other services the company presently off ers, as well as connect and 
communicate with poten  al buyers. It was a wonderful opportunity for both the intern and CSTAR.

The SBIP intern is expected to work a total of 420 hours during a 10-12 week period, in an environment with 
monitored supervision. Without this program, many employers would be unable to hire students or enter 
into ecommerce technology. Employers are off ered up to 75% reimbursement of wages and employer-paid 
benefi ts.

During the 2009-10 year, a total of 68 SMEs hired students and were reimbursed a total of $397,800 from SBIP. 
As a delivery agent, The Business Help Centre covers the Southern and Southwestern region of Ontario. This 
program funding is renewed on a yearly basis.

Small Business Internship Program 
is supported in part by contributions 
from the Government of Canada

SBIP   PSPE
Small Business Internship Program                        Programme de stages dans les petites entreprises 

PSPE est financé en partie 
par une contribution du 
gouvernement du Canada



13

C
E

D
 P

ro
fi le

  -  M
id

d
le

se
x

 T
o

u
rism

Middlesex
TOURISM

ANGIE TO COMPLETE FOR MONDAY 

Since opening its doors in 2002 The Business Help Centre has done its part 
to keep tourism a key priority in the economic development  strategy for 
Middlesex County.  With assistance from FedDev Ontario and SWODP Program, 
The Business Help Centre was able to bolster these eff orts in 2009-2010.  

An investment in the Middlesex Heritage Trails saw an addi  onal 28 signs added 
this past year to the exis  ng network of 85 signs that now span across our 
County. Heritage trail map, Heritage Trail Banner, Heritage Trail AD

A successful symposium was held in early 2010 and brought together key 
tourism stakeholders from throughout the area and beyond to discuss plans for 
keeping tourism alive and well in Middlesex.

Marke  ng eff orts were also increased in 2009-2010.  Our campaign now includes 
not only our very successful full-colour publica  on highligh  ng tourism in the 
region, but also includes several billboards, radio campaigns and an improved  
interac  ve website. Promo  onal Materials, Banners, Signage

Middlesex We’re On The Way - now in 8th year

Incorpora  on, consultant for funding applica  on, staff , 

Finally, the eff orts of The Business Help Centre culminated in March of 2010 
with the birth of a new organiza  on, Middlesex Tourism, with which funding 
provided by the Sand Plains Community Development Fund will help ensure 
future success for the tourism industry.

MiddlesexTO
UR

IS
M A Community Futures Development Corporation of Middlesex County Initiative

www.middlesextourism.ca

Middlesex
T O U R I S M  G U I D ET O U R I S M  G U I D E

WE’RE ON THE WAYWE’RE ON THE WAY      20102010

www.middlesextourism.ca www.middlesextourism.ca           Ontario • CanadaOntario • Canada                  

join us as we 
 Celebrate
Strathroy 
150th Anniversary

North Middlesex 
150 Years In The Making

Wardsville’s
Bi-Centennial
INSIDE:

Parks & Recreation
Festivals & Events
Arts & Culture
Shops & Services
Accommodations
Restaurants 
Agri-Tourism
Golf Courses
County Map

Middlesex ... We’re On The Way

36                www.middlesextourism.ca

Middlesex Heritage Trail

DISCOVER THE 

     HeritageTrails

Step back in  me…to when small communi  es do  ed the countryside. When one room school houses, 
churches and farms were at the heart of the community; when rivers were a hive of ac  vity generated 

from the saw mills along their banks. 

Battles over freedom, rights and sovereignty took place along the banks of the Historical Thames 
River. This river carved out the topography in this region; its waters serving as a passageway to Lake 

St. Clair and the United States.

Communi  es built on the dreams and the hard work of scores of se  lers have come and gone; many are 
now ghost towns and some have completely disappeared from the landscape. The beginnings of the oil 
industry, na  ve se  lements and old cemeteries are all part of the history that formed Middlesex County. 

The Middlesex Heritage Trail has preserved the history of the many people, places and 
events that are uniquely signi  cant to our local area. Take a drive, learn about our past, 
and discover, the many wonderful buildings and sites that chronicle the history and 
lives of the early se  lers. For more detailed informa  on including maps and municipal 
addresses for all 113 Middlesex Heritage Trail signs, go to www.middlesextourism.ca

DISCOVER THE 

     HeritageTrails

A Community Futures Development Corporation of Middlesex County Initiative
Sponsored by

A panel discussion …Rural possibilities…
Meet  our neighbors: 

Terry Neeham•  - Novacks Avid Traveller, London

Darren Walters•  - Walters Dinner Theatre, Bright 

Clark Hoskin•  - Norfolk County–Ontario’s South Coast

Mary Muscat•  - Anything Used & Sparta Country Candles, Sparta

Cynthia Cook • - Forest Glen Herb Farm and Bed & Breakfast, Forest

hear success stories of their unique tourism concepts, business and 
groups from the bordering counties that surround  Middlesex…proof 
there is great potential for rural tourism. 

Featuring Donna Messer…a dynamic, highly sought-
after speaker and author. Her latest book provides insight into 
the beginnings of the Shaw Festival … the result of neighbours 
and friends getting together discussing possibilities for their 
community; the now popular tourism destination of  Niagara 
on the Lake!

Learn Donna’s SMART approach to realizing your goals; the 
power of building on the strengths and the talents of those 
around you using her concept of TEAM … Together Everyone 
Achieves More!

Explore the opportunities for tourism and tourism 
related business in Middlesex County…attend the 
tourism symposium to be held in Strathroy at the 
Bear Creek Golf Club and Banquet Hall 
Thursday February 25th, 2010.

MiddlesexMiddlesex
TOURISM SYMPOSIUMTOURISM SYMPOSIUM

                               ...WE’RE ON THE WAY                               ...WE’RE ON THE WAY      20102010                               ...WE’RE ON THE WAY                               ...WE’RE ON THE WAY      20102010

TOURISM SYMPOSIUMTOURISM SYMPOSIUM
MiddlesexMiddlesex

Plan to attend the Middlesex Tourism symposium… Middlesex County ….We’re On the Way! 

Bear Creek Golf Club and Banquet Hall, 571 Metcalfe Street East, Strathroy N7G 1R1  
Thursday February 25th, 2010 • Doors Open: 8:30 am • Program: 9 am to 4 pm 

Registration $25.00 lunch included (SEE BACK)

Enjoy a virtual visit to Middlesex County; get a glimpse of the tourism opportunities and experiences in 
its towns and villages…a presentation by Community Futures Development Corporation of Middlesex 
County (CFDC) working to develop tourism in Middlesex since 2004.
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Loans Management including 
Doub  ul Loans

Core Opera  ons

Funding & Administra  on 
of Community Economic 
Development & Special Projects

Federal

Other

Provincial

Municipal

Realized Capital Contribu  ons

Expenditures

Revenue

Total Revenues
$2,641,956
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Financial Summary
The Business Help Centre 2009-2010
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The Business Help Centre Looking Forward 
Business Counselling and Advisory Services
Throughout the coming fi scal year, The Business Help Centre is commi  ed to con  nuing to off er  one-
on-one consul  ng services to new and exis  ng business owners throughout our geographic service 
area.  We are also seeking addi  onal 
funding to provide enhanced business 
development services including 
business plan development and 
coordina  on to our clientele.

The organiza  on will con  nue to off er 
a comprehensive website containing 
links to funding opportuni  es, regulatory informa  on, and business planning tools for the use of local 
entrepreneurs and those interested in inves  ng in business development in Middlesex County.

Our on-site entrepreneurial library will con  nue to be maintained and expanded to off er clients 
immediate access to printed material including legal, accoun  ng, marke  ng and business planning 
informa  on that it is relevant to the start-up and expansion of their businesses. 

Loans
It is the inten  on of The Business Help Centre to off er a minimum of $1,870,000 in term loans 

to local enterprises this year.  Using a targeted investment fi gure of $15,000 per job created/
maintained by these loans, we expect to directly impact 150 jobs, and leverage at least $467,500 
in addi  onal fi nancing.  As demand 
for our commercial fi nancing services 
con  nues to rise, we will be partnering 
with a mul  tude of other funding 
sources to exceed the proposed level 
of investment.   

# of Client Contacts 4000

# of Businesses Assisted 107

# of Jobs Impacted 89

Number of Loans 31

Value of Loans Advanced $1,870,000

# of Jobs Impacted 150

$ Leveraged $467,500



Next Year At A Glance 
Communuity Economic Development
In 20010-2011, The Business Help Centre will be inves  ng/administering community economic development 
supports through the following programs and ini  a  ves:

Small Business Internship Program (SBIP)
Administer funding on behalf of Industry Canada for the placement of up to 50 post-secondary students in 
small and medium sized businesses by March  31, 2011.

Break Into Business Cafe
Con  nue off ering hands-on entrepreneurial experience to youth and youth-at-risk from Middlesex County in 
a suppor  ve and educa  onal atmosphere.

Middlesex Tourism
Con  nue to support tourism in Middlesex County by  producing and distribu  ng the 8th “Middlesex...We’re 
on the Way” tourism magazine, and by con  nuing to support Middlesex Tourism with its ini  a  ves to improve 
and promote Middlesex County as a tourist des  na  on.

Green Jobs Strategy
Par  cipate in the regional Green Jobs Strategy aimed at evalua  ng the current interest and investment in 
green energy related projects among communi  es and small businesses in Southern Ontario.

Break Into Business Workshop Series
Off er a comprehensive workshop series covering all aspects of the business planning process.

War Of 1812 Showcase 
Partnering with Middlesex Tourism and Middlesex County to fund a historical video, “Rural Raids and Divided 
Loyal  es – Southwestern Ontario the War of 1812”.  The project’s TV series, web site, downloadable maps, 
driving tours & mobile applica  on will showcase our region’s 1812 related tourism assets.   

Special Projects
In addi  on to above-noted, the CFDC of Middlesex County is commi  ed to providing administra  ve 
support and input to the following special projects in 2010-11:
 •  Western Ontario CFDC    •  Enhanced Investment Fund Ac  vi  es

•  Sand Plains Community Development Fund •  South Central Ontario Region

Small Business Internship Program (SBIP)

# of Projects 72

Value of Projects $1,026,049

$ Leveraged $1,160,049
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THE BUSINESS HELP CENTRE (CFDC) OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY
is proud to acknowledge our sponsors 

Small Business Internship Program 
is supported in part by contributions 
from the Government of Canada

SBIP   PSPE
Small Business Internship Program                        Programme de stages dans les petites entreprises 

PSPE est financé en partie 
par une contribution du 
gouvernement du Canada



Since 2001 The Business Help Centre has 

encouraged entrepreneurship and the pursuit 

of economic opportunities in the region.
www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca


