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 FUNDS NOW  

  AVAILABLE 

 

The Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario has made a $20 million 
contribution through its Prosperity initiative. This investment is known as the Southern   
Ontario Fund for Investment in Innovation (SOFII). 
 

SOFII is designed to support high-growth, innovative Small and Medium-sized Entreprises in 
rural and urban communities by offering loans of $150,00 -$500,000.  This repayable  
financing will be made available to qualified businesses at competitive interest rates. 
 

The purpose of SOFII is to create jobs in our communities, by providing a source of financing 
for viable companies to implement innovative projects. The SOFII  loan funds will be a  
catalyst for increased support of innovation, job creation, marketplace leadership and  
increased competitiveness in Southern Ontario. 
 

The fund is targeted to growth-oriented Small and Medium -sized enterprises, with priority 
given to businesses; 

In communities that are facing long-term vulnerabilities as a result of structural 
and socio-economic factors; 
Facing innovation funding challenges; 
With 50 to 500 employees ( or projects that will increase employment levels to a 
minimum of 50) 

 

Financing will be made available for qualified small and medium sized businesses to address 
growth challenges, including: late stage commercialization; new product or service  
development; new applications or markets; and development or implementation of new 
processes or technologies.  Businesses will be considered on a case-to-case basis, reviewing 
the opportunity they present to attract and retain people and investment; to produce an 
economic impact; and to create jobs for their respective communities and Southern Ontario 
as a whole. 
 

SOFII is being delivered on behalf of FedDev Ontario by the Western Ontario CFDC  
Association. 
 

To learn more, or determine if your business venture is eligible, please contact us today. 

                                                                        www.sofii.ca                                                  

  

http://www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca


 

The Business Help Centre (CFDC) of Middlesex County, in partnership with the County of Middlesex and sponsored by 
Elgin Middlesex Oxford Workforce Development &  Planning Board, will again be  offering a series of workshops 
throughout the fall of 2012 and spring of 2013.  This series will cover a range of topics to help local entrepreneurs  
navigate their way through small business ownership and operations. 
 

    Oct 21  Building a Strong Foundation; Business and Financial Plans 
                                             Strathroy & Area Senior's Centre; 137 Frank Street, Strathroy 

    8:30am  - 11:30am  
     

  Nov 1  Is Apprenticeship for You?  
  Coldstream Community Centre; 10227 Ilderton Rd., Ilderton 

  8:30am  - 11:30am    

  Nov 21   Social Media Supremacy: Choosing & Using the Right Social 

      Media Tools 

  Komoka Library; 1 Tunks Lane, Komoka     

  8:30am  - 11:30am  Beginners 

  1:00pm  -  3:30pm  Advanced Users 
 

  Dec 5    Accessing the Market (Direct Farm Marketing) 

  Ailsa Craig Community Centre, 155 Annie Ada Shipley Street, Ailsa Craig  

  8:30am  - 11:30am     

  Jan16   Management Mastery: HR & Dispute Resolution 

  Community Employment Services, 16B Second Street, Strathroy  

  8:30am  - 11:30am      

  Feb20    Take Control of Your Taxes 

  Lucan Community Memorial Centre, 263 Main Street, Lucan  

  8:30am  - 11:30am     

  Mar 20  Selling Food to Ontario 

  Ekfrid Community Centre, 48 Wellington Avenue, Appin 

  8:30am  - 11:30am      

  Apr 17 The Power of Marketing: How to Make Your Small Business  

                       Marketing Work 
  Gemini Sportsplex, 667 Adair Boulevard, Strathroy  

  8:30am  - 11:30am      

  May 15   Keeping It in the Family: The Art of Managing a Family  

   Business 
   North Dorchester Community Centre & Arena, 2066 Dorchester Rd.,  

   Dorchester 

   8:30am  - 11:30am  
     

             To register call (519) 641-6100 or online at  
       www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca 
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Partington Photography Inc., located in the heart of downtown Strathroy, 
specializes in wedding and portrait photography, as well as custom picture 
framing and design.  The business evolved from a simple home-based pho-
tography business more than eight years ago, to the present day, fully-
established, storefront location in a historical landmark building that was 
completely restored by the owners, Jennifer and Paul Partington.   

 
Partington’s unique visual artistry and technical know-how is a result of a combination of formal training in photography 
and working in a professional film and print lab setting for a variety of years.  Rather than viewing other photographers as 
competition, Jennifer has learned many of the industry’s best practices by assisting and networking with her colleagues.  
Her husband, Paul, has often enjoyed assisting Jennifer with the business, and is the company’s Certified Professional  
Picture Framer, adding to the services Partington Photography Inc. has to offer.  
 
Jennifer and Paul first approached The Business Help Centre (CFDC) of Middlesex County in early 2010 with their business 
opportunity, and learned that, “a thorough business and financial plan is not only important for traditional lenders that a 
business may approach but, also, a very helpful tool to keep a business on course as, often, it’s easy to stray.” In collabora-
tion with another lending institution, The Business Help Centre (CFDC) of Middlesex County provided Jennifer and Paul a 
loan that allowed them to purchase the historical building, complete necessary renovations, increase their supply of high-
tech photographic equipment and supplies, and establish the custom framing studio.  
 
Partington Photography Inc. is unlike other companies in the marketplace today as their distinctive style of high-quality 
photography – which is a mix of photojournalism and artistically posed photos with an emphasis on capturing natural looks 
and true emotions – together with professionalism and expertise is a winning combination.  Jennifer recognizes the diffi-
culty in dealing with the competition today, “the market is saturated with amateur photographers posing as professionals 
and our studio space really elevates us from the rest.”   
 
When asked about the future plans for Partington Photography Inc., Jennifer excitedly replies, “we’d like to turn our front 
reception area into an art gallery for my fine art photography and then, over time, evolve it into a local artist co-op.  I enjoy 
watching the business grow into a fruitful creation – there is a real sense of pride, accomplishment and satisfaction in  
being a small business owner.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

  
 Partington Photography Inc., 74 Frank Street, Strathroy, N7G 2R6 (519) 245 – 1128 

www.partingtonphotography.ca 
                                  

- The Road to Success: A Client Profile -  
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On July 19th, CFDC of Middlesex County held its Annual General 
Meeting at the new Wellness Centre in Komoka.  The meeting was 
attended by local MP Bev Shipley, clients and colleagues from 
around Middlesex County. 
   

Over the past year, acting as a delivery agent for several programs, the Business Help Centre of  Middlesex 
County was able to lead numerous projects that have provided a boost to local small business, created and 
maintained local jobs, and ultimately, contributed positively to the future of our region.    
 
The ever-changing business environment and challenging economic times have encouraged more entrepre-
neurs to take a step forward  and start up their own businesses or expand their existing business.  As a  
result , CFDC Middlesex saw the  need for local business counseling  and economic support  increase, along 
with the demand for lending. 

 
To view the 2011-2012 Annual Report, please visit our website @ 

www.thebusinesshelpcentre.ca 
 

          Whether you are starting a new business or  

                    expanding an existing business 

           we offer business loans up to  $250,000. 
                                  For more information, 

                           Phone 519-641-6100 or e-mail 

              businessandloans@thebusinesshelpcentre.ca 

 

JUMP– START 

 Your business with up to  

$45,000 in financing! 
 

The Canadian Youth Business Foundation (cybf.ca) is encouraging 

youth entrepreneurship. By providing youth, ages 18-39 with; 

 pre-launched coaching 

 business resources 

 start-up financing  

 Mentoring 

to help them launch and sustain a successful entrepreneurial  

business. 
 

The CFDCs of Middlesex, Perth, Huron, Sarnia-

Lambton, Chatham-Kent and Essex are proud to be 

a regional delivery agent for CYBF in Southwestern 

Ontario. 
 

For more details visit cybf.ca  

or call us at 1-866-205-1188 

THE BUSINESS HELP CENTRE 

(CFDC) 

is celebrating 

10 years of service in  

Middlesex County!!!! 

 
Our anniversary celebration will take 

place on Wednesday, October 17th, 2012 

at the Caradoc Community Centre 

5:30pm - 8:00pm 

 

Tickets available at $30 per person 

For more info call 519-641-6100 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 


